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Scenario — Stage 1

* You are the Lead PIO for the responsible authority

« Avan carrying Type A packages containing 13!l medical radioisotopes is
driving towards a hospital in a busy part of your city at 8:00 in the morning.
There are Class 7 Radioactive placards on the van.

« On the way into the city, the van is involved in a traffic accident. The
collision knocks the van carrying the radioisotopes over and onto its side.

« One eye-witness immediately leaves his car, takes a picture and
immediately sends a Tweet: “Boy, just escaped a crash...not sure if these
symbols mean | will die anyway #HAZMAT #radioactive”. The attached
picture clearly shows the crashed van and the Class 7 Radioactive
placards

« One of your colleagues makes you aware of the Tweet. 10 minutes later
you receive the first call by the media that ask for a comment.

What do you do?



Scenario — Stage 2

« There are reports that the driver is badly injured and is unconscious.
The reports also state that liquid that has been seen coming from the
truck and is dripping on the road and into a storm drain.

« First responders have arrived at the scene. First information from the
site Is that no elevated levels of radiation have been detected. The
driver has been removed from the vehicle, is not contaminated and is
being taken to the hospital.

« Meanwhile your authority receives more and more calls from
journalists, asking about the risk for the public especially for the
elementary school just opposite the crash site. It would take quite some
time to answer all these calls.

« What do you do?
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Scenario — Stage 3 .

Y
RADIOACTIVE

Meanwhile you have issued your press release. TV outlets quote your
release, but focus on interviews with eye-witnesses, experts, and
parents that pick-up their children from the elementary school uttering
that they are scared. Parents are also very active on Twitter.

The reports regarding no elevated levels of radiation have been
confirmed. The liquid dripping from the van seemed to be cooling water
and oil from the engine. All packages containing the 13l medical
radioisotopes remained intact.

« What do you do?
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Thank you!

Ms. Muzna Assi

Emergency Preparedness Officer
Incident and Emergency Centre

m.assi@iaea.org



